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Alumni Game and tailgate 

SaturdayðNov. 13 

Rugby Fieldð11:00am to 2:00pm 

 

In the middle of the 

alumni party, Phil Myer, 

class of 1989, stands on a 

table and bellowed a leg-
endary speech.  Unfortu-

nately, I donôt have a 

recording and while I 

canôt put the magic in the 

bottle, I will paraphrase.  

Back in the late 80ôs the 

Rice team struggled to 

win games.  Phil Myer 

knew that a change was 

needed.  Somehow, he 

came across the a New 
Zealander named Duncan 

Rossiter.  Phil tapped 

Duncan on the shoulder 

asked Duncan if he could 

coach  our team. The rest 

as they say is historyé. 

As Duncan later added (on solid 

ground), the first practices were 

pretty brutal. Players were try-

ing to survive practices more 

than anything else.  Rice still 

lost their first game under Dun-
can, but the margin was smaller 

than the week before.  Thanks to 

Duncanôs formula of fitness and 

discipline, the team got better 

week to week.  Soon the team 

was the best team in Texas.  

And for more than a decade, 

through different coaching re-

gimes, Rice remained the 

best team in Texas.   

The alumni party, held at 

the Rice Pub, was a huge 

success.  The number of 

attendees were too many 

to list.  Keith Coach also 
class of 89, came all the 

way from Baltimore to 

attend the festivities.  An 

alumni enjoyed catching 

up with Lorna and Dun-

can.  On that front, 

through a raffle and other 

fundraising efforts, Dun-

can and Lornaôs plane trip from 

New Zealand was paid for.  

Duncan and Lorna are hanging 

around Texas until mid January 
when they return to New Zea-

land.    Other highlights of the 

evening including handing out 

two $1000 scholarships to team 

president Kurt Wilson and team 

treasurer Jim Aman.  The rest of 

the evening was spent hanging 

out with friends and interacting 

with players and alumni.  

The next day, on a gorgeous 

Saturday, the alumni defeated 
the current team.  

Congrats to Jack Reidy 

for winning the old 

school All Black Jer-

sey Raffle.  The raffle 

raised over $1500 to 
help cover Duncanôs 

airplane expense. 


